Shine Your Light
(Philippians 2:15-18)

[bookmark: _Hlk37258496]Philippians 2:15-18
[bookmark: _Hlk37248667]15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain. 17 Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 For the same reason you also be glad and rejoice with me.
INTRODUCTION
DARKNESS ALL AROUND US
When we look up at the stars, what do we see all around the stars? Darkness
The stars shine brightest when the sky around it is the darkest.
We live in a world that is very dark.
1. Colossians 1:13-14 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and [transferred]conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
2. 1 Thessalonians 5:5 You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness.
[We need to heed Paul's exhortation to "Work Out Your Own Salvation"...]
I. SO YOU CAN SHINE AS LIGHTS IN THE WORLD (15-16 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.)
   A. TO SHINE AS LIGHTS, WE MUST BE CHILDREN OF GOD WITHOUT FAULT...
      1. Which is possible only if we "become blameless and harmless"
      2. Which requires doing all things "without murmuring and disputing"
      3. Which can only happen if we allow God to "work in" us as we "work out" our own salvation; in other words...
         a. Allow God to forgive us in obedience to the gospel
         b. Allow God to strengthen us through His Word and prayer
         c. Allow God to change us in conformity to His Will
   B. TO SHINE AS LIGHTS, WE MUST BE "IN THE MIDST" OF CROOKED AND PERVERSE GENERATION...
      1. Lights are valuable only if they are used to dispel darkness - cf. Matthew 5:14-15 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.
      2. Though we are to "be separate" from the world (2 Corinthians 6:14-18 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” 17 Therefore “Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18“I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the Lord Almighty.”), we must "not isolate" ourselves from it - 1 Corinthians 5:9-11 I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral people. 10 Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 11 But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to eat with such a person.
      3. We must associate with those in the world in order to be a positive influence
   C. TO SHINE AS LIGHTS, WE MUST "HOLD FAST" THE WORD OF LIFE...
      1. Some translations read "hold forth"
      2. Certainly we should do both...
         a. "hold fast" the Word of life (by our study and obedience to it) - 2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
         b. "hold forth" the Word of life (by offering it to those in the world) - Mark 16:15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.
      3. In both ways, we are to be like "The Statue of Liberty"
         a. Showing the way
         b. Offering hope to those in need
[Acting as "lights in the world", we bring great joy to those who taught us the Word of God (16).
Finally, Paul writes that as you "Work Out Your Own Salvation", it should include...]
II. REJOICING IN YOUR SACRIFICES (17-18 Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 For the same reason you also be glad and rejoice with me.)
   A. WE MAY BE CALLED UPON TO SACRIFICE OURSELVES...
      1. It may be in service to our own faith, or in the service of the faith of others
      2. It may be a sacrifice of time, energy, money, or even life itself
      3. But it is for a good cause, and this is how Paul viewed his possible execution for the cause of Christ
   B. SUCH SACRIFICES CAN BE AN OCCASION FOR GLADNESS AND REJOICING!
      1. This is how Paul viewed it
      2. For he knew his sacrifices were in the cause of saving others
      3. And he knew that their salvation would ultimately bring him greater joy at Christ's coming – 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? 20 For you are our glory and joy.     
      4. Does not the prospect of seeing each other in the presence of the Lord at His coming...
         a. Make any sacrifice for one another worthwhile?
         b. Constitute good reason to be glad and rejoice in sacrificial service?
CONCLUSION
HANG IN THERE
Have you seen that picture, or in some cases a poster, of the little kitten hanging onto a tree branch by only its front legs and paws? There is a saying on this picture that says, “Hang in There.”
In order to shine like a star, we need to hang in there. We need to hang on to our faith. We need to hang on to the light within us.
In the book of Joshua, the twenty-second chapter, Joshua is talking to the some of the tribes as they are done fighting for the Promised Land, tells them in verse five.
Joshua 22:5 But take careful heed to do the commandment and the law which Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, to love the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways, to keep His commandments, to hold fast to Him, and to serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul.”
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