The Holy Spirit
(John 16:13)
(John 16:13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.)

INTRODUCTION

There is a lot of confusion about the Holy Spirit in the religious world to include the Lord’s church.  There are a lot of questions about the Holy Spirit today.
1.  How does the Holy Spirit dwell in us today?
2.  What does it mean to be born of the Spirit?  John 3:5-8 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  
3. What is the gift of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  And do we receive the gift today.
4. We will not be able to answer all of these questions today.  What we want to do here this morning is to introduce the Holy Spirt with the intent to answer a question Who is the Holy Spirit?
5. The study of the Holy Spirit is known as Pneumatology.
a. The Greek work for Spirit is pneuma.
b. It can be translated: “wind” and “breath”
c. It means spirit with a small “s”—referring to the human spirit
d. It means Spirit with a capital “S”—referring to the Spirit of God (Third member of the Godhead) 
6. Today, we talk three aspects of the Holy Spirit.
a. His Person
b. His Position
c. His Role

I. His Person
a. A post on Facebook of “I am thankful for the Holy Spirit and how it empowers me.
b. The Holy Spirit is not an it.  The Holy Spirit is a person.
i. He has personal characteristic and attributes.
ii. Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit in John 16:13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.  Jesus Christ talked of the Holy Spirit as a person (He).
c. Characteristics of the Holy Spirit
i. He has a mind (Romans 8:27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.)
ii. He speaks (John 16:13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.)
iii. He teaches (John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.)
iv. He testifies (Acts 20:23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me.)
v. He bears witness (John 15:26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me.)
vi. He can be grieved (Isaiah 63:10 But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit; So He turned Himself against them as an enemy, And He fought against them.)
vii. He can be tested (Acts 5:9 Then Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.”)
II. His Position
a. The position of the Holy Spirit is that of deity.  He is God.
b. Acts 5:3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? Then in Acts 5:4 While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.”  He Bible identifies the Holy Spirit as God.
c. Godhead 
i. God (The Father)
ii. Jesus Christ (The Son) 
iii. God (The Holy Spirit)
d. Talking of the Godhead let us look at four passages.
i. (Acts 17:29 Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising.) * the Godhead (ESV Godhead)
ii. Talking about Christ let us look at Colossians 2:9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; this means that Jesus Christ is deity or God.
iii. Jesus talking in Matthew 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  Here he names all three of the Godhead: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
iv. Paul closes the Letter of 2 Corinthians with these words 2 Corinthians 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.
v. All three members of the Godhead should be referred to as a person of the Godhead.
vi. They have divine nature.  There is only one God with three personalities or divine persons. 
III. His role
a. As we know there is three Divine Persons of the Godhead and each has a distinct role, work that is directed to accomplish one divine mission or goal.
b. The work of the Holy Spirit.
i. During creation Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  * “Elohim” – can be singular or plural depending on the context
ii. So, we continue to read in Genesis 1:2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
iii. We continue to read in Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  God (the Father) was not alone in the creation.
iv. The Apostle John confers this in John 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.
v. The Godhead in Creation
1. God the Father was the designer.  It was His plan.
2. Jesus Christ was the executor as we have seen in John 1:1-3…all things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.  Let us turn to Colossians 1:15-17
a. Paul states this in Colossians 1:15-17 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.  
b. The Hebrew writer states in Hebrews 1:1-2 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds;
3. The Holy Spirit is the finisher, completer, or the beautifier.  
a. In Genesis 1:2-3 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.  This is where the work of the Holy Spirit began.  He is the organizer.
b. Job describes this way in Job 26:13 By His Spirit He adorned the heavens; His hand pierced the fleeing serpent.
c. The Psalmist describes it this way in Psalm 104:30 You send forth Your Spirit, they are created; And You renew the face of the earth.
vi. One of the characteristics of the Godhead is order and system.  The Godhead has always worked in a systematic method which scholars refer to a “divine economy.”  Each members of the Godhead had their specific responsibility in creation of this world.
vii. With that understanding of their roles in creation.  They also have divine roles in the scheme of redemption.  The scheme of redemption is God’s plan of saving man.  Some describe it as the following:
“The Father WROUGHT it.
The Son BOUGHT it.
The Holy Spirit TAUGHT it.”
1. The Father wrought it means to worked or prepared or we might say that the Father thought it. He is the designer of the plan.  Let look at 
a. John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  This verse implies that the scheme of redemption was design in the mind of God.  
b. In Isaiah 53:11 He shall see the labor of His soul and be satisfied. By His knowledge, My righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities.  The meaning of this verse is that God the Father is the designer of this plan (a system that man could be forgiven of his sins that included a perfect sacrifice).
2. Jesus Christ bought it—He was the executor of the plan.  He became the sacrifice in the mind of God the Father. He paid the price for sin.  
a. Let us look at Hebrews 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.
b. In Revelation 5:9 
And they sang a new song, saying:
“You are worthy to take the scroll, 
And to open its seals; 
For You were slain, 
And have redeemed us to God by Your blood 
Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,
c. In Ephesians 3:9-11 and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; 10 to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, 11 according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord,  These scriptures tells us that plan was develop in the mind of God the Father and execute by His Son. 
3. [bookmark: _Hlk41733727]The Holy Spirit taught it.  He was the revealer.  He was the finisher.  He was the completer.  What does this mean.  Well, after the sacrifice of Jesus Christ there was still a lot of work to be done.
a. Let us look at John 14: 16-17 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.
b. Then in John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.
c. The primary purpose or role of the Holy Spirit was to give us the Bible.  He taught us the pattern that we follow today. Once again in John 14:26 …He will teach you all things…
d. In 2 Peter 1:21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is a revealer. 
e. The giver of the divine pattern.  
f. He miraculous guided men to write the New Testament.  
g. The giver of the Bible.  Until, the completion of the Bible, He provide miraculous revelation that they would know in the meantime what do to until the completion of the New Testament.
h. After that completion of the New Testament He complete all miraculous revelation and miracles (1 Corinthians 13:8-13 Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 10 But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. 13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.)
i. [bookmark: _Hlk41729106]The wisdom of God is beautifully illustrated in the working of the Holy Spirit and the ways He revealed the Word.  Ask yourself this question.  Why didn’t the Holy Spirit produce the Holy Scriptures and hand them out on the Day of Pentecost?  If it was done that way, then man would not have a proper appreciation or application for it.  But instead inspiration was given in parts as needs and circumstances arose.  Then, a proper application and understanding could be made.
Conclusion:

The Godhead
God the Father is the creator and designer
Jesus Christ is the executor
The Holy Spirit is the finisher and completer 

(John 16:13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.) 

The tool that which the Holy Spirit works today is the Bible (Ephesians 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;) 

Titus 3:5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,
Let us apply this verse to the roles of the Godhead

The Father saves us because it is His plan
The Son we are washed and regenerated by the blood of the Son in the water of baptism.
The Holy Spirit we are renewed by the Holy Spirit by complying with His message of the New Testament. 
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