"WHAT MOTHERS DESERVE"
(John 16:21)

(John 16:21 A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because her hour has come; but as soon as she has given birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world.)
INTRODUCTION
1. Mother’s Day, a national holiday in the USA...
   a. On the second Sunday in May
   b. Honoring mothers

2. Frequently celebrated by...
   a. Flowers, cards, presents, given to mothers
   b. People attending church service with their mothers

Lost in Wonder, Love, and Praise
I believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of the loving God, who was born of the promise to a virgin named Mary. 
I believe in the love Mary gave her son that caused her to follow him in his ministry and stand by his cross as he died.
I believe in the love of all mothers, and its importance in the lives of the children, they bear. It is stronger than steel, softer than down, and more resilient than a green sapling on the hillside. It closes wounds, melts disappointments, and enables the weakest child to stand tall and straight in the fields of adversity.
I believe that this love, even at its best, is only a shadow of the love of God, a mere reflection of all that we can expect of him, both in this life and the next.
And I believe that one of the most beautiful sights in the world is a mother who lets this greater love flow through her to her child, blessing the world with the tenderness of her touch and the tears of her joy.

[How did this holiday come about?  More importantly, what do our mothers deserve from us, not just on Mother’s Day, but every day?  First, a little history...]

I. HISTORY OF MOTHER’S DAY

   A. IT’S ORIGIN...
      1. In 1907, Anna Jarvis of Philadelphia started the campaign to honor mothers, two years after her own mother died
      2. In 1910, West Virginia became the first state to recognize Mother’s Day
      3. A year later, nearly every state officially marked the day
      4. In 1914, President Woodrow Wilson officially proclaimed Mother’s Day a national holiday for the second Sunday of May-- J. L. Wilson, Fresh Sermons

   B. IT’S COMMERCIALIZATION...
      1. Anna Jarvis’ accomplishment soon became a bitter disappointment
      2. She became enraged by its commercialization
      3. She filed a lawsuit to stop a Mother’s Day celebration in 1923
      4. She was arrested for disturbing the peace at a war mother’s convention where white carnations (her symbol for mothers) were being sold to raise money
      5. Her complaint: “I wanted it to be a day of sentiment, not profit!” -- ibid.

[Today, many mothers are happy to receive flowers, cards, gifts, etc.  But mothers certainly deserve more than that, especially from a biblical perspective...]

II. WHAT MOTHERS DESERVE

   A. OBEDIENCE...
      1. “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this right.” - Ephesians 6:1; cf. Colossians 3:20 Children, obey your parent’s in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.
      2. As Solomon counseled his son: Proverbs 1:8 My son, hear the instruction of your father, and do not forsake the law of your mother. 
      3. Even Jesus obeyed His mother as He was growing up - Luke 2:51 Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them, but His mother kept all these things in her heart.
      4. Of course, this pertains mostly during the period of child raising.

The Delicate Balance
Every honest parent recognizes how difficult it is to exercise his God-given authority over his children. The delicate balance of being tough yet tender is not easy to maintain. Many parents deepen a rebellious spirit by being overbearing and harsh. Others yield when their authority is tested. When a strong-willed child resists, the pressure to give in for the sake of peace and harmony can become overpowering. I am reminded of the mother who wanted to have the last word but could not handle the difficulty that resulted whenever she said no to her young son. After an especially trying day, she finally flung up her hands and shouted, "All right, Billy, do whatever you want! Now let me see you disobey THAT!" 
-- Do we give our mothers the OBEDIENCE they deserve?

   B. RESPECT...
      1. “Honor your father and mother, which is the first commandment with promise: Ephesians 6:02; Exodus 20:12 Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you.
      2. Solomon warned of grave consequences for those who cursed their parents - Proverbs 20:20 Whoever curses his father or his mother, His lamp will be put out in deep darkness. 
      3. Common decency demands that we respect our parents, especially mothers.

Years ago, a young mother was making her way across the hills of South Wales, carrying her tiny baby in her arms, when she was overtaken by a blinding blizzard. She never reached her destination and when the blizzard had subsided her body was found by searchers beneath a mound of snow. But they discovered that before her death, she had taken off all her outer clothing and wrapped it about her baby. When they unwrapped the child, to their great surprise and joy, they found he was alive and well. She had mounded her body over his and given her life for her child, proving the depths of her mother love. Years later that child, David Lloyd George, grown to manhood, became prime minister of Great Britain, and, without doubt, one of England’s greatest statesmen.
      -- Do we give our mothers the RESPECT they deserve?

   C. AFFECTION...
      1. Elisha demonstrated the affection properly due parents - 1 Kings 19:20
And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah, and said, “Please let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.”
And he said to him, “Go back again, for what have I done to you?”
      2. And why not, when they gave us so much affection as children?
      3. Such affection can be given in words (“I love you, Mom!”), hugs, gifts, etc.

Motherhood and Compassion
A few days ago, I made a marvelous discovery. In the Hebrew language of the Old Testament the word for “compassion” comes from the root word, “womb.” The picture is of a birthing. Something new is being born. If I apply this in a human experience, it means that my compassionate acts always give the other person another chance. I do not hold past failures against them. I offer a “fresh start.” I want this for myself from others. Am I willing to give it to the other person? Such compassion will dramatically change the way we relate to each other.
      -- Do we give our mothers the AFFECTION they deserve?

   D. WISDOM...
      1. “...a foolish son is the grief of his mother.” - Proverbs 10:1 The proverbs of Solomon: A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son is the grief of his mother. 
      
      2. Jesus increased in wisdom as He grew from childhood to adulthood - Luke 2:52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.
      3. Mothers worry enough for their children, we should not give them unnecessary grief
      4. Much wisdom can come from the advice mothers themselves give us.

Thomas Edison
Jones concludes, "I ask you, who was greater, Thomas A. Edison or his mother? When he was a young lad his teacher sent him home with a note which said, 'Your child is dumb. We can't do anything for him.' Mrs. Edison wrote back, 'You do not understand my boy. I will teach him myself'. And she did, with results that are well known.

      -- Do we give our mothers the WISDOM they deserve?

   E. RIGHTEOUSNESS...
      1. The righteous bring joy and gladness to their parents - Proverbs 23:24-25
The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice, 
And he who begets a wise child will delight in him. 
25 Let your father and your mother be glad, 
And let her who bore you rejoice. 
      2. More important than any other achievement, is that of a righteous character
      3. Nothing makes a mother prouder than to have a good (righteous) son or daughter
      4. Today, true righteousness comes through faithfully following Jesus - cf. Romans 3:21-22 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference.

[bookmark: _Hlk39768165]Dr. G. Campbell Morgan had 4 sons and they were all preachers. Someone once came into the drawing room when all the family was there. They thought they would see what Howard, one of the sons, was made of so they asked him this question: "Howard, who is the greatest preacher in your family?" Howard had a great admiration for his father, and he looked straight across at him and then without a moment’s hesitation he answered, "Mother."

 -- Do we give our mothers the RIGHTEOUSNESS they deserve?

   F. CARE...
      1. Parents, especially widowed mothers, deserve our care - James 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.
      2. Indeed, children are to be their parents’ “social security”
      3. They deserve the best care we can afford to give them
      4. Some may require professional and medical care, but we should not simply drop them off at nursing homes just for our convenience.

-- Do we give our mothers the CARE they deserve?

CONCLUSION

1. We may choose to give our mothers flowers, cards, gifts on Mother’s Day…

2. But every day they rightly deserve our…
   a. Obedience
   b. Respect
   c. Affection
   d. Wisdom
   e. Righteousness
   f. Care

Are we practicing true piety and pure religion by giving our mothers what they deserve…?

A MOTHER’S LOVE
In his book, Moments for Mothers, Robert Strand wrote about the conflicts of a family in Glasgow, Scotland. After years of rebellion, a daughter finally rejected her parents, their values, and their faith. She set out on her own to enjoy a life without restraints, but soon became enslaved to her liberated choices.

Years of misery followed as she was homeless, sold herself for pennies, and depended on rescue missions for survival. Because of her self-imposed detachment from family, she did not know her father died, or that her mother never quit looking for her. One day she saw a picture that her mom had posted in each of the city’s homeless shelters. Written across the photo of her mother were the words, “I love you still… come home!”

In wonder and disbelief she set out for her home in hopes that she was indeed still loved. By the time she arrived it was the middle of the night. Her heart raced as she stood on the porch and prepared to knock, but her face suddenly changed when she tapped on the door and it crept open. She ran to her mother’s bedroom in fear that someone had broken in and harmed her. She desperately reached for her mom and the woman awoke quickly to embrace her wayward daughter. When the young woman explained her fears about the open door, her mother replied, “No dear. From the day you left, that door has never been locked.”
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